Gospel Talk Bible Study September 9,2020
God With Us
A Study of John’s Gospel: “The True Vine”
John 15:1-11

“Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in Me.” —John 15:4

. The Life-Giver
a. Asthe True Vine, Jesus is the giver of life. As the branches, we have the privilege and responsibility
of sharinglife.
b. God as the vinedresser, seeing to it that the vine will bear all the living fruit He intends. And that
includes His attention to you, His branches.
c. There are manyreasonsfor pruningtrees: 1) to allow more light into the branches; 2) to allow
fruitful branches to produce more fruit.
d. If we take our privilege and use our responsibility of being connected to the Vine, we will be
pruned.
e. If we do notshare thelesus’ life-giving force, we will also be pruned.
f. Withoutthevine, the branchis weak and useless. It is good for bearingor burning, but not
building. (Ezekiel 15:1-8)
g. Do not missthese lessons: God takes away fruitless branches, and God prunes fruitful branches.
Bottomline: He cuts away the lifeless, and he cultivates the living. (Luke 8:18)
Il. Abiding, the Fruit for Life
a. Thesymbolismofthe Vine and branches is similarto the Head and the body. We have a living
relationship with Christand we belongto Him.
b. Whatdoesit mean toabide? It meansto stayin fellowship with Christ so that His life can work
through usto produce fruit.
c. Abiding involves the spiritual activity of the study of the Word of God; confession of sin so that
nothinghinders our fellowship; and obedience.
d. Whatlesus is teachinghis disciples, and ustoday, is that we are to have a relationship with the
Word of God.
1. We should meditateinitlike Joshua, teach and preach it like Jonah, Jeremiah and Paul, even
when it isuncomfortable.
2. Weshouldreleaseits power like Elijah, Peter and James. It should comfort us as it did David.
e. Psalm 119 is dedicated to expressingwhat it meansto be in fellowship with God’s Word.
1. Psalm 119:97-103 sets a standard for abiding.
lll. Application of the Word
a. Thistext places great emphasis on our fellowship with Christ. Abidingis not a casual acceptance of
Christ. Can a branch, a disciple of Jesus, have eternal life in union with Jesus and then lose it and
be finally condemned?
b. Cana personbe one of Christ’s sheep and then not His sheep? Can a disciple be a true discipleand
then not a disciple? My answer is no.
c. Judasisthe clearest example of a branch that was attached to Jesus for three years but did not
abide. He was in a close relationship with Jesus, but not a true believer. (John 6:64-65)
d. Are we settingourown standard forabiding?
e. Thereisan explicitlink between John 15:8 and John 8:31, between a true disciple and a false
disciple, and between a fruitful branch and a dry branch.
f. Abidinginthevine, does not make you a true disciple. It proves you are one, because of the fruit!
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